
 

Title:  The Ancient Near East – The Fertile Crescent, Egypt and Nubia, Judaism 

and the Jewish People  

Topic:   Social Studies -Sixth Grade 

Stage 1- Desired Results 
 

Goals:  Goals:  Standard 6.2 World History/ Global Studies  
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, culture, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures.  Such 
knowledge and skill enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 
6.2.8.A.2.a – Explain why different ancient river valley civilizations developed similar forms of 
government. 
6/2/8.A.2.c – Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of ancient river valley 
civilizations. 
6.2.8. A.2.c – Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of 
trade networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley civilizations. 
6.2.8. C.2.a  - Explain how technological advancements led to a greater economic specialization, 
improved weaponry, trade, and the development of a class system in ancient river valley civilizations. 
6.2.8. D.2.a – Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various ancient 
river valley civilizations. 
6.2.8. D.2.d – Justify which of the major achievements of the ancient river valley civilizations represent 
the most enduring legacies. 

Understandings:  
 Geography affects the way civilizations develop. 

 Technological innovations can enable one group to conquer another group. 

 Geography can affect the way people make a living. 

 Trade leads to exchange of ideas as well as exchanges of goods. 

 Art, architecture, and learning were Egyptian accomplishments because of a complex society 

and specialized workers. 

 Religion shaped the culture and history; polytheism and monotheism. 

 Religion is connected to ideas about right and wrong. 

 Key events in the history of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah and Judaism have affected our 

world today. 

EQs:  
How much does geography affect people people’s lives? 



How are religion and culture connected? 
What are the results of technology? 
 
Students will know:   

People: 
Cyrus 
Sargon 
Hammurabi 
Narmer 
Hatshepsut 
Amon-Re,  Isis, Horus 
Ramses II 
Ruth 
Moses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Periods/places: 
Fertile Crescent 
Mesopotamia 
Sumer 
Assyrian and Persian Empires 
Phoenicia 
Babylon 
Egypt 
Nubia 
Nile River 
 
 

Terms: 
Hammurabi’s Code 
Monotheism  
Polytheism 
Diaspora 
Judaism 
Exodus 
Cuneiform  
City-state 
Empire 
Pharaohs 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
 Understand how geography influenced the government, economy, religion, and people’s lives. 

 Describe how geography affects farming methods. 

 Understand how the first empires were formed. 

 Make connections between ancient and modern laws and the necessity for laws. 

 Analyze cause and effects of the first empires. 

 Summarize ancient Egypt’s main accomplishments. 

 Develop awareness of Jewish beliefs and understand Jewish teachings and practices. 

 Understand the effects of the Diaspora. 

Stage 2 -Assessment Data 
Recommended Performance Tasks:   

 Make flashcards of vocabulary, important people, and events. 

 Create a map and label parts of the Upper and Lower Nile, important towns, Read Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea, Nile Delta, and mountains. 

 Produce a Power Point on a topic of study. 

 Use hieroglyphic numerals to write important dates in Ancient Egyptian history. 

 Draw and label the social pyramid. 

 Write a job description for a member of the social pyramid. 

 Do activity to show meaning of Diaspora. 
 

Other Evidence: 
 Section Quizzes 



 Chapter Test 

 Map Quiz 

 Homework 

 DBQ 

Stage 3- Learning Plan 
 Use a mind map to check for prior knowledge. 

 Make predictions before lesson by reading captions, headings, and vocabulary. 

 Read and discuss text and analyze visuals. 

 Review daily – pair share, flash cards, find locations on the map. 

 Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast civilizations studied. 

 Use media when available including videos, Power Points, and/or materials available in the 

media center. 

 At times, assign groups to discuss important ideas and questions. 

 Emphasize sequence of events using a time line. 

 Identify main ideas and details by taking notes. (teacher guided) 

 

 

 


